This is a four unit graduate seminar that relies extensively on graduate student engagement in seminar discussion of selected critical readings that have shaped the current boundaries of the theoretical and practical discourse on urbanism and urban development in the social sciences. The objective of the course is to stretch these boundaries and open up new spaces for theory, research, and social action.
Three key multi-scalar processes are central to urban development at the present historical juncture: (1) the ongoing restructuring of the global political economy, usually represented under the sign of "globalization," (2) the rapidly increasing interconnectivity of localities across borders forged by transnational networks, movements, and institutions, now captured under the rubric of "transnationalism," and (3) the rapidly changing contours of policy-making by all levels of the state which produce alternative modes of "neo-liberal governmentality." These three contextual processes have had significant impacts on the character and quality of everyday life at the level of local communities. Local actions, in turn, are constitutive elements in processes of globalization, transnationalism, and urban change. They shape as well as reflect the transnational flows of capital, people and culture and the character of state policies. This seminar focuses on the interplay of the discourses and practices of globalization, transnationalism, and locality contributing to the social construction of "place" in urban studies.
Course requirements:
1. Seminar participation (40%): Active participation in this seminar is required of each seminar participant. The forms of participation are threefold:
(a) A team of two or more students each session will take responsibility for leading discussion in the seminar session. (b) All students should be prepared to offer critiques of the selected seminar readings each week. (c) During the second half of the term, each student will present a brief progress report on his or her research paper to the seminar. To facilitate discussion of your research each seminar member will prepare a 1 or 2 page research prospectus or outline to be passed out to seminar participants when your research progress report is given.
Research paper (60%):
This includes the final paper of approximately 20 pages plus references. The research paper is due at the end of the final week of class.
Required readings:
The joint readings for this seminar include selected chapters from four books available at the UCD Bookstore and additional selected readings assembled in a course reader available at Nevine's. The goal of the focused selections is to enable you to read in depth the required chapters/articles each week rather than to bury your imaginations in a massive course bibliography. Where possible, the readings have been paired to offer alternative theoretical and/or practical perspectives on the issues raised. In addition to the course reader, the seminar readings are drawn from the following books: 
